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Intercultural Dialogue towards Reclaiming Public Space within Metropolitan Areas
Cooperation: TU Dortmund – German Jordanian University
between 2015 - 2017
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Intercultural Dialogue Project

revitalisation of historic city centers in the Middle East 
TU Dortmund – Birzeit Univeristy – North Iraq 2007 - 2010



Madaba Birzeit Maaloula



Intercultural Dialogue 
Project
revitalisation of historic city centers in the 
Middle East 2007 - 2010



Workshop in Maloula





Intercultural Dialogue Project
Discovering cities
Bauhaus University Weimar and German Jordanian University 
Notre Dam University and Cairo University 2017 – 2020



Cooperation project kick off ..
Meeting in Weimer Aug. 2018 …



Students Project, Analysis phase 2018

Jabal Al-Hussein Project Kick off …



Students Project, Analysis phase…

Jabal Al-Hussein Project Kick off …
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2st 
Semester 

1st 
Semester 

1st Year, 
2015

4th 
Semester 

5th 
Semester 

6th 
Semester 

2nd Year, 
2016

Student group 1 
"Mapping"

Student group 2 
"Historical 
analysis"

Student group 3 
"Identification of 

gaps"

Student group 4 
"Sustainable 
framework"

Project start

Organization of 
project & 
Preparation of 
research grid

3rd 
Semester 

Development of
Action Plan

Publication(s) 
and Presentation

3rd Year, 
2017

Presentations, Publications, 
Evaluation & final report

Case study
Dortmund

Case study
Amman

Summer school

Workshop

Research study

Conference

Kick-off 
meeting

Research study

Development meeting

Development meeting

Research study Research study

Research study Research study

Workshop

Workshop

Workshop

Implemented activities in 
the 3 years of the project 

Stakeholder 
workshop 



Base public space network

Efficient public space 
network – MAGNETS 

Dortmund

Discussion 
with Gaps in 

Amman 
setting

Social Spatial Impact 
on 

society

Transfer of 
workable 
strategies 

and 
adaptation 
on impulse 

nodes in 
Amman 

Network of 
efficient 

public space

Amman

Gaps

PotentialsGaps

Potentials

Layout of 
base 

network

Intercultural Dialogue towards Reclaiming Public Space within Metropolitan Areas
between 2015 - 2017

COMPARATIVE MODEL



02 
Conceptual 
Framework of the 
Project 
Student Projects
Research Activities of the 
Project Stakeholders Meeting

Abdoun – Yasmine
Urban Development 
that could link both 
areas

Defining new 
gateways to the city 
and connecting 
outskirt cities 

Marka area
Solving Social Segregation 
leading to integrated 
communities 

Solving Congestion
Shared spaces 
Integrated 
Communities 

Defining north 
Gateway to the 
city Expected Outcomes:

-Integrated Landuse

-Defined Hierarchy of Urban 
Nodes 

-Well Organized Developments

-Accessible transportation 
Network

-Defined Public Space Network

-More socially inclusive 
communities

Accordingly adapting working solutions to nodes which  

apply to these problems 



Holding on Marka as a first glance:

• An evident divide between east and west

• a densification informal process happening 

while migrants are flowing in south east 

WHY
-Affordable 

-Social belonging 

-Accessible to services

-Close to jobs

Link to a research start:
How to embrace development and resettle growth
how to enable communities and bring in balanced distribution 
of population and social groups - integration 



Jabal Al Hussein – within the circle of 
influence of Sports City Node

Urban nodes and urban magnets serving a base 
network in the city where:

• Integrated uses of differentiated functions 
can take place

• Each set of main uses will be dependent and 
evolved around a certain identity of the node 
or the area associated in the circle of 
influence
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Strategic vision of Amman





Polycentric 
Amman



Embracing the Past – Enhancing the Future. Planning Spaces through Intercultural Dialogue. Klartext Verlag
Reclaiming Public Space through Intercultural Dialogue – LIT Verlag







Project
Closing
Conference





Joint Master 

Program in 

SUSTAINABLE 

BUILDINGS
Developed for the Academic Year 

2016 – 2017

In cooperation with HS Koblenz

MSc Program in

Spatial Planning
in cooperation

between GJU

and TU Dortmund

Reactivation of a 

Master Program in 

Architectural 

Conservation 
In cooperation with RWTH Aachen ITU 

Berlin




